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Informed consent for Lumpectomy 

 
The following will be performed: 
The removal of a growth in the breast.  All the removed tissue will be sent for pathology tests to establish if the growth has 
been completely removed and if there is any risk of cancer. Breast reconstruction may also be performed immediately after 
removing the tumour.  
 
GENERAL RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PROCEDURE: 

• Pain  - You will be given medication to control the pain. 

• Infection  -  Infection can occur in the surgical site, or in a remote site.  This will require antibiotics and further treatment. 
Inform the healthcare team if you get a high temperature, notice pus in your wound, or if your wound becomes red or 
painful. 

• Scarring of the skin.  The scar can thicken, turn red and may be painful.  This may be permanent. 

• Bleeding -  May require a repeat operation.  Bleeding is more common if you have been taking blood thinning drugs such as 
Warfarin, Asprin, Clopidogrel (Plavix or Iscover) or Dipyridamole (Persantin or Asasantin). 

• Collapse of the lung - Small areas of the lung can collapse, increasing the risk of chest infection.  This may need antibiotics 
and physiotherapy and rarely ventilatory support. 

• Heart attack or stroke due to the strain on the heart. 

• DVT  - A blood clot in your leg can occur.  This can cause pain, swelling or redness in your leg. In rare cases part of the clot 
may break off and go to the lungs. 

• Obese people have increased risk of wound infection, chest infection, heart and lung complications, and thrombosis. 
 
SPECIFIC RISKS RELATED TO THIS OPERATION: 

• Haematoma / seroma  - The operation site can continue to ooze fluid.  This may need to be drained with a needle and 
syringe.  

• Wound healing - The layers of the wound may not heal adequately and the wound may burst open. 

• Scar -  The wound may not heal normally.  The scar may be thickened, red and painful.  

• Recurrence of the growth in or around the scar which will need further surgery.  
•   Increased risk in smokers of wound and chest infections, heart and lung complications and thrombosis. 


